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rebirths the austerities of monkhood before their release is
assured. The five necessary vows of monkhood are: (i) no
destroying of life, (2) no untruth, (3) no stealing; (4) no
sexual intercourse; (5) no worldly possessions. Such under/
takings are perhaps common to all monkhood, but it is the
spirit in which they are interpreted which makes Jaimsm one
of the purest and most exalted religious disciplines in the
world. Take the first. The Jama monk, unlike the Christian,
is not content to regard all life as human life, He must refrain
not alone from killing his kind but also from killing any
animal or thing which has in it the principle of life. If the
Jama monk steps on an insect on his way to breakfast he is
guilty unless he has taken due care to prevent such an accident,
stealing to the Christian is taking what does not belong to
him; to the Jama monk it is taking what is not offered to him.
All desire is forbidden. Life must be a continual and
conscious cauterisation of itself. Even the desire to abandon
life is sin. Thus is Jaimsm not an encourager of suicide.
We may regard such deep/striking ethical roots as impossible
in a practical world, but those who are fond of logical con/
elusions must see that Jaimsm is guilty only of thoroughness.
It does not declare sinless living to be necessary and un/
necessary at the same time, as many moral philosophies do
Life in its practical evidences defeats human reason, and that
it does so is perhaps the clearest indictment of human pride.
Sikfasm
In the Golden Temple at Amritsar, a town of the
Punjab, there lies a sacred book over which a stout guardian
waves continuously a cbaun, which in India is the symbol
of princelmess. This book is called the "Granth," and it
contains the sacred literature of the Sikhs. In defence of it
the Sikhs would face the world sword in hand. This martial
race, indeed, links its religion with its military prowess as
consciously and as effectively as did the legendary Scandma/
vians. In peace they are relatively miserable; only in war are